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What's ·inside? 
' 

' Concrete •vaultr in old Capone hotel creates stir ~' URRY GREEN • •• • • • ~ IRS before the vault is opened. aa escape routes. They also could f- Ari1•1 .. Tim•• • .• "They aent me thia letter and have provided Capone Yiith under-}· CHICAGO - A dank buement then aent these two agents over. cround routes to City Hall and 
;under an abandoned and debris- 1 They mu&t think .::ere'a money in other key city officu. ·filled 10-etory building •outh of the there "Porter said. • :Loop bus!nes1

1
distri~t may turn ~t So~e construction eiperta who • "Old-timers claim ~•pone _could -

,to be Chicago a equivalent o( Km' have examined the atructure think empty out the hotel m 15 minute, ,Tutankhamen'• to"!b. .. . it ia aolid. ahe said. _ but others_ without anybody ~ver going into. the ~- A lone concrete . vault believed disagree. _ at!_ee~- _ Porte~ sa_!_d..:. _ _ _ _ __ . ~ to have been built by the latf "We can find no 1lroctural Sh 'd • k told h 1 
.Prohibition-era gangster Al Capone reason• for this thine being there," ; th t .e 'tahi eewt ethr •·ohr de,: d eldr 

; ,has been discovered by workers in Porter aaid. 
1 ~ an e pas_ ey • ,oun g~ 

• ·the ruins of the building, a former Before anyone tries to open the , co.ans ~nd a d1amond-and-&apphire , 
; . .-Capone headquarters. Workers 1190 It, h 'd that I 1t1~lt~1n in a sewer under the 
_ 'dd . vau a e aa, , 1 . company buildmr. '. ~ave ~ncovered h! en 1t.a1rw~yt, X-rays concrete Wlll attempt to , - . - - - - • -
-. 1nclud1ng one lead me to the build- determine what, if anything, ia The hotel, built on South Michi-

l ;inc'• base~ent, near the nult. . • inside. gan Avenue in 1891, housed visit.on : "I ~ee~ hke_ Im on~~ archaeo1oe•~ ••J ~as thinkinc bodies more th~n . to the 1893 World's Fa~r. _Ca~ne 
;cal d1f, ~•d Patricia J. Porter, anyth1nc else at first," Porter aa1d. . took over the turreted bu,ldinc with 
;eucut•~ director . of_ t~e Sun~ "But what I'm hearinc from cops ill banks of bay windows in 1928. _ ~Foundatio~, the building• owner.~ and relative1 of cope that u,td to An entire noor .-as rMervtd for 

;, Speculation about what - . if hang around here (ia that) there ; ~anythin1 - the so-called va_ult could potent.ally be' money or gold. him, while his mistress lived in the 
,_holda ranges from boou to bodies. "The cops tell ua that Capone in quarten directly above. Sunbow 
:The atru~ure of ~rudely pou!ed the ,309 brought in immigrants to workers this year found a stairway ,concrete 11 6 feet wide, 6 feet high dis tunn~ls to try to link the houl behind • medicine cabinet in what 

_ a_nd abou~ 125 feet long, under _the up with the city's underground _Wat .believed to be Capone'• bath­
! a1dewalk in r ro~t of the old Leung- . aystem of railroad tunnel,, and that room lead inc to the room directly 
, ~n Ho~I, which was 1 400-r~D_l he did link up . .. and then aent ibove. Porter •peculates that this 
_, :~_rothel 1n the Capone era. , • them back to Italy." was how Capone and hie mistress traveled between noors to avoid 
: ~ • U haa been auggesled that the Railroad tunnels formtd an elab- • d bod d h 
:null could hold gold or even ~n orate network under Chicago'• cen• ·sentries an yguar I w O Pl· 
:automobile. One well-known trea- tral business diltrid and were once trolltd the hotel, protectinc the · 1angland boa. 

1 :aure hunter - the Internal Reve- • used to move coal to furnacee of The hotel now ia situated mid-
• ,iue Service ~ already hu laid downto1m officee and atorea. Later, . way between Chicago'• Chinese 
/ _claim to whatever · it inaide. The ateam pipe1 were laid through · busineta district and the giant · 
'· ,IRS has placed an SS00,000 lien on them. Now they are beins ·con- . McCormick Convention Cenur. 
\_ 'lta contents to satisfy a payment of • verted to house fiber-optic cable. :_ l201,:M7.68, plus interest, ,till oYitd • · Porter aaid ahe believes the The Sun bow Foundation', plan ii 
; _by Capone's estate after hia death . tunnels were also used to transport ·to rehabilitate the buildinc, usinc 
' :In 1~7. The agency has warned . bootleg liqU<,r durin1 Prohibition in and triininc low-income women 11 
:. :Porter that ,he must inform the . the late 19209 and early 1930s and coaatruction workers. 
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